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The Right Honorable Stephen Harper 
Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa Canada K1A 0A2 
 
Dear Prime Minister: 
 
We write to you as a leader of the G-20 nations and host of the Toronto Summit. We are citizens of the 
world who believe that there is no greater force for changing the world than a powerful idea. We are 
committed to fostering the spread of great ideas to increase understanding of the challenges facing our 
planet and inspire global action for a better future.  
 
We write with our grave concern about the state of the world’s fisheries.  
 
Nearly all of the world’s fisheries are in jeopardy from overfishing, and could be beyond recovery within 
decades if current trends continue. Despite international consensus on the dire state of the oceans, many 
governments continue to provide major subsidies to their fishing sectors. These subsidies promote 
overfishing by pushing fleets to fish longer, deeper, and farther away than would otherwise be 
economically viable. The fleets are over capacity – as much as 2.5 times needed for sustainable catch 
levels. Destructive fisheries subsidies are estimated to be at least $20 billion annually, an amount equal to 
approximately 25 percent of the value of the world catch. 
 
The good news is the World Trade Organization is negotiating new trade rules on fisheries subsidies as 
part of Doha trade round. But the clock is ticking for the world’s fisheries and fishing fleets. The G-20 
has an immediate opportunity that can put the world fisheries back on a path to recovery and towards an 
abundant future.  
 
We urge G-20 leaders to pledge to not further expand fishing subsidy programs and give their 

highest priority to a strong outcome in the WTO fisheries subsidies negotiations.  

 
The world relies on the oceans for food and livelihood. More than a billion people depend on fish as a key 
source of protein, and hundreds of millions of people depend on fishing for income. A new commitment 
on fisheries would demonstrate that G-20 can contribute to solving environmental problems of global 
consequence while fulfilling its shared responsibility for the economy and well-being for people of the 
world.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Sylvia A. Earle Chris Anderson Andrew Sharpless 

Lonnie E. Autry, Jr. Elizabeth Banks Barbara Block 
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P. Dee Boersma Gigi Brisson Nancy Brown 

Bonnie Calvin Chevy Chase Jayni Chase 

Glenn Close Dianna Cohen Celine S. Cousteau 

John R. Delaney Ron Dembo Leonardo DiCaprio 

Damien Drake Tracey Durning Fiona Eberts 

Jake Eberts Joan Fabry Addison Fischer 

Sean Gannet Terry D. Garcia Julius Gaudio 

Kristina Gjerde Erik H. Gordon Kristin Gore 

Bryce Groark Mike deGruy Arjun Gupta 

C. Wolcott Henry Jack Hidary Graham Hill 

Chandra Jessee William Joy Sven Lindblad 

Ann Luskey Cindy Mercer John Murray 

R. Nixon Edward Norton Amy Novogratz 

Jacqueline Novogratz Shannon O’Leary Joy Stephen Palumbi 

Kristian Parker Daniel Pauly Shari Sant Plummer 

Elisabeth "Buffy" Redsecker Damien Rice Callum Roberts 

Shauna Robertson Richard Rockefeller Enric Sala 

Barton Seaver David Shaw Brian Skerry 

Fisher Stevens Greg Stone Stephanie K. Tobor 

James Toomey Mike Velings Bryan Walsh 

Edith Widder   
 
 
 
cc: Ambassador John Gero    Managing Director Dominique Strauss-Kahn 
 Permanent Representative to the WTO  International Monetary Fund 
 

Mr. Peter Van Loan    President Robert B. Zoellick 
 Minister for International Trade   World Bank 
 

Director-General Pascal Lamy 
 World Trade Organization 


