The Spill - By the Numbers

Number 1 largest accidental oil spill in history.

Number 1 largest environmental disaster in U.S. history.

200 million gallons of oil was released into the Gulf of Mexico.

11 people were killed in the explosion.

Oil flowed into the Gulf for 87 days straight.  

During that time period, an oil spill the size of the Exxon Valdez was released into the Gulf every 5 days.
6,124 dead birds, 609 dead sea turtles, and 406 dead dolphins and whales have been collected near the spill, many were covered in oil. *The number of marine mammals killed by the spill is likely 50 times the number of dead carcasses found.
After BP ad campaigns claimed the spill impacts were over, in 2011 there have already been 153 known dolphin deaths, including 65 new or stillborn calves and 87 dead sea turtles. 
The Gulf of Mexico spill is more than 18 times the size of Alaska’s Exxon Valdez, previously the nation’s largest oil spill.

17,500 National Guard troops were deployed to respond to the crisis.

More than 28,500 personnel responded to protect the shoreline and wildlife and cleanup vital coastlines.

Approximately 4,400 vessels responded on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts.

The oil and gas industry has a long history of spills in the Gulf of Mexico, dumping more than 21.7 million gallons of petroleum into the Gulf between 1964 and 2009.

The Gulf fisheries are some of the most productive in the world, with their commercial harvest valued at $661 million.

At the height of the oil spill, nearly 37% of the Gulf of Mexico was closed to fishing.  

Louisiana commercial fishing lost an estimated $49 to $69 million in landings from May through July, which would cost $368 to $515 million in sales, $192 to $268 million in income, and 8,000 to 11,000 jobs.

The Louisiana recreational fishing industry lost an estimated $345 million in sales, and 3,843 jobs for May, June, and the first half of July in 2010.

It is estimated that the spill will cost the Gulf tourism industry between $7.6 and $22.7 billion over a period of three years.

Real estate losses for 15 counties in Florida, Mississippi, and Alabama are estimated between $648 million and $3 billion over the next one to five years.

Property values in the entire Gulf are estimated to decline by 10% for at least three years, which would represent $43 billion in losses.

 *All numbers current as of April 8th, 2011.

