Giovanni Bearzi, Ph.D.

President, Tethys Research Institute

Pew Marine Conservation Fellow

Milano, Italy

Giovanni Bearzi (born in Venice, Italy, in 1963) holds a Ph.D. in zoology from the University of Basel, Switzerland, with a thesis on Mediterranean coastal dolphins. He has been carrying out and coordinating dolphin research projects since 1986, particularly in the Adriatic and Ionian Seas. He founded and directed for a decade a dolphin research and conservation programme in Croatia, which was awarded the 'Henry Ford European Conservation Award' as best European project overall. Giovanni has always tried to combine his scientific work with public awareness and education to support marine conservation, and he has supervised a number of students and young researchers. He strives to integrate his interests, including design, computer media, science and ethics, into new ways of communicating concern for the ongoing loss of marine biodiversity. Since 1990, he has been a Board Member of the Tethys Research Institute and in 2000 he became the President of Tethys, a position he still holds. Between 2002 and 2006 he taught a course on Cetacean Conservation at the Faculty of Sciences, University of Venice, Italy. He is founder and coordinator of the Cetacean Alliance, a not-for-profit international network of non-governmental organisations committed to preserving marine biodiversity and reducing human impact on cetacean populations. In 2001 he was awarded a Pew Marine Conservation Fellowship.

Giovanni spends about half of his time at dolphin research stations situated along the Ionian Sea coast of Greece, and the other half in the area of Salento, Italy.

Dr. Villy Christensen 

Associate Professor

Fisheries Centre, University of British Columbia

Vancouver BC, Canada

Christensen did his Ph.D under Sven Erik Jørgensen at Copenhagen University. Jeffrey Polovina initiated the Ecopath approach in the early 1980s. Christensen, along with Daniel Pauly and others, has been involved in the subsequent development of Ecopath since 1990. 
Christensen currently facilitates international workshops on Ecopath around the world. He is an associate professor at the Fisheries Centre at the University of British Columbia, specialising in ecosystem modelling. His main project is with the Sea Around Us Project working on "database-driven ecosystem model construction", with the aim of using "global, spatial databases to parameterize, balance and fit ecosystem models". This work includes developing a dynamic exchange model of biomass over time in the Chesapeake Bay area, as well as how marine protected areas can be optimally positioned. He is also director of the Lenfest Ocean Futures Project, where a visualization system is being developed to support decision making in ecosystem-based fisheries management. This system combines Blender, a 3D-gaming engine, with Ecopath.

Dr. Rainer Froese

Fisheries Biologist

IFM-GEOMAR

Kiel, Germany
Rainer Froese is senior scientist of marine ecology at the Leibniz-Institut für Meereswissenschaften IfM-GEOMAR in Kiel and a Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation. His research focuses on Fisheries biology, Population dynamics and life history of fish, Biodiversity patterns and Bio-informatics, with the goal of conservation and sustainable management in mind. He is Leader (1990 - 2000) and Coordinator (2001 - present) of the FishBase Project, a searchable database of 25,000 fish names. The site is visited 2.5 million times each month.
Froese considers intelligent merging of available biological and environmental data as one of the main tasks of the new field of biodiversity. In 2001 he accepted an invitation to join an international committee to establish an Ocean Biogeographic Information System OBIS, intended to make use of the Internet by combining occurrence and abundance data for marine species with oceanographic data sets. 
Michael Hirshfield, Ph.D.

Vice-President for North American Oceans and Chief Scientist, Oceana

Washington, D.C., USA

Michael Hirshfield has his Ph.D in Zoology from the University of Michigan (1977). Dr. Hirshfield has held positions as Senior Science Advisor (1990-1994) and later as Vice President for Resource Protection (1996-2001) at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. He also served a stint as Director of the Ecosystem Program at the Centre for Marine Conservation in Washington, DC (1995-mid 1996). Hirshfield currently is the Senior Vice President for Oceana, North America, as well as chief scientist. Oceana is an international ocean conservation advocacy organization. Mr. Hirshfield's broad area of expertise includes both technical and policy areas, such as coastal management, nutrient and toxins pollution, polluted runoff and animal waste, fisheries management, and estuarine ecology.

Kieran Kelleher

Fisheries Team Leader

The World Bank

Washington D.C., USA

Kieran Kelleher is the Fisheries Team Leader in the World Bank. He is also the manager of the World Bank's Global Partnership on Fisheries - PROFISH (www.worldbank.org/fish). The partnership includes developing countries, leading bilateral donors to the fisheries sector, and technical institutions such as FAO and WorldFish Center. With a background in biology and economics, he has worked in more than 60 countries, spending most of his career in developing countries in Africa and Asia/ Pacific. He has worked as a fisherman, fish farmer and businessman, manager of fisher cooperative, fisheries scientist, university professor and as economic advisor on fisheries to governments in developing and developed countries. He joined the World Bank in 2005. 

He is the author of global studies on discards in fisheries, on aquaculture and on fisheries enforcement. He is co-author of a recent study The Sunken Billions. The Economic Justification for Fisheries Reform and a joint statement by 15 international agencies on Fisheries and Aquaculture in a Changing Climate. In addition to his interest in the response of fisheries and aquaculture dependent communities to climate change, he has a keen interest in the applied science and policy issues relating to ocean and aquatic carbon cycles

Dr. Daniel Pauly

Professor of Fisheries

Fisheries Centre

University of British Columbia

Vancouver, BC, Canada
Dr. Daniel Pauly is a French citizen who completed his high school and university studies in Germany; his doctorate (1979) and habilitation (1985) are in Fisheries Biology, from the University of Kiel. After many years at the International Center for Living Aquatic Resources Management (ICLARM), in Manila, Philippines, Daniel Pauly became in 1994 Professor at the Fisheries Centre of the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada, of which he was the Director for 5 years (Nov. ’03-Oct. ’08). Since 1999, he is also Principal Investigator of the Sea Around Us Project (see www.seaaroundus.org), funded by the Pew Charitable Trusts, Philadelphia, and devoted to studying, documenting and promoting policies to mitigate the impact of fisheries on the world’s marine ecosystems (see AMBIO, 34: 290-295, 2007).

The concepts, methods and software which Daniel Pauly (co-)developed, documented in over 500 scientific and general-interest publications, are used throughout the world, not least as a result of his teaching a multitude of courses, and supervising students in four languages on five continents. This applies especially to the Ecopath modeling approach and software (www.ecopath.org) and FishBase, the online encyclopedia of fishes (www.fishbase.org).

This work is recognized in various profiles, notably Science (Apr. ’02); Nature (Jan. ’03); New York Time (Jan. ’03), and by numerous awards, among them honorary doctorates from four universities, being elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (Academy of Science; ‘03); and receiving the Award of Excellence of the American Fisheries Society (‘04); the International Cosmos Prize, Japan (‘05), the Volvo Environmental Prize, Sweden (‘06), the Excellence in Ecology Prize, Germany (‘07) and the Ramon Margalef Prize in Ecology, Spain (‘08). 

Enric Sala, PhD

National Geographic Society and National Council for Scientific Research of Spain

Washington, D.C., USA

Enric Sala fell in love with the sea growing up on the Mediterranean coast of Spain and has since dedicated his life to observing and protecting the oceans. A leading marine ecologist, Sala works to find ways to alleviate human impacts on marine life and to highlight essential information needed for policy change and conservation. 
After earning a Ph.D. in ecology from the University of Aix-Marseille in France, Sala moved to the United States, where he was the youngest professor at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography. In 2006, he moved back to Spain to hold the first position in marine conservation ecology at the Spanish National Council for Scientific Research (CSIC). In 2008, Sala became a National Geographic Emerging Explorer and Fellow, and he is currently leading a marine conservation initiative at National Geographic in Washington, D.C. 
Dr. Ussif Rashid Sumaila

Director 

Fisheries Centre & Fisheries Economics Research Unit

University of British Columbia

Vancouver, BC, Canada

Dr. Ussif Rashid Sumaila is Associate Professor and Director of the Fisheries Economics Research Unit at UBC Fisheries Centre. He specializes in bioeconomics, marine ecosystem valuation and the analysis of global issues such as fisheries subsidies, IUU (illegal, unreported and unregulated) fishing and the economics of high and deep seas fisheries. 
Sumaila has experience working in fisheries and natural resource projects in Norway, Canada and the North Atlantic region, Namibia and the Southern African region, Ghana and the West African region and Hong Kong and the South China Sea. He has published articles in several journals including, Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, Journal of Bioeconomics, Land Economics, ICES Journal of Marine Science, Environmental and Resource Economics and Ecological Economics. Sumaila’s work has generated a great deal of interest, and has been cited by, among others, the Economist, the Boston Globe, the International Herald Tribune and the Vancouver Sun.

Dr. Boris Worm

Associate Professor

Dalhousie University

Halifax, NS, Canada
Dr. Boris Worm is a Marine Research Ecologist and Associate Professor at Dalhousie University, Canada. He has made leading scientific contributions to the fields of marine ecology and fisheries conservation. Worm was a student of the late Ransom Myers and now leads Dr. Myer's lab at Dalhousie. Worm Lab includes students and postdoctoral fellows engaged in the study of marine biodiversity, its causes, consequences of change, and conservation. 
Dr. Worm is well known for his leading scientific contributions, as well as his commitment to spreading public awareness regarding marine conservation.
