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SUPPORT H.R. 2190/S. 1428
MERCURY POLLUTION REDUCTION ACT
United States Geological Survey Report: Mercury Contamination Widespread

· The USGS found all fish sampled from 291 streams nationwide were contaminated with mercury.  

· 1 in 4 fish had mercury levels unsafe for people who eat average amounts of fish.
· Some of the highest levels of mercury in fish were found in Georgia, home of Olin’s Augusta chlor-alkali plant. 

Mercury-Based Chlorine Manufacturing is a Major Source of Mercury Pollution
· Only four mercury-based chlorine manufacturers still exist in Ohio, West Virginia, Tennessee and Georgia.
· Each mercury-cell facility can emit more mercury into the atmosphere than an average power plant, releasing hundreds of pounds into the air every year.

· In 2007, the mercury-based chlorine factories could not account for the whereabouts of nearly 4 tons of mercury that they had brought into their plants.

Phasing-out Mercury-Based Chlorine Manufacturing Would Eliminate a Major Mercury Source, While Improving Economic Competitiveness
· Already, 95% of chlorine production in the United States is mercury-free

· Modernizing to mercury-free chlorine production can improve energy efficiency by 37% and increase production capacity by up to 80%

· Upgrading to mercury-free technology can create hundreds of jobs in the short-term and save jobs over the long-term.

For more information contact: 
Simon Mahan, smahan@oceana.org 

Matt Niemerski, mniemerski@oceana.org

(202) 833-3900
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