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DUSKY SHARK (Carcharhinus obscurus) 

The dusky shark is considered by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to be “among the slowest-growing, latest-maturing of known sharks” and “one of the most vulnerable of vertebrates to depletion by man.” Dusky sharks do not reach sexual maturity until the age of 20 years and their gestation periods take another 16 months. Overfishing and bycatch on commercial longlines in the swordfish and tuna fishery have contributed to population declines as large as 99 percent in the past 35 years.
 The IUCN Red List categorizes this species as vulnerable globally. 

The United States is the only country that reported dusky shark landings to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 2007, with landings less than 0.5 metric tons. However, 14 tons of catches in the Northwest Atlantic plus three tons in the Gulf of Mexico were reported to ICCAT. 

Dusky shark fins are highly valuable on the market for shark fins in Hong Kong. A 2006 study reported that 1.4 percent of the fins traded on the Hong Kong market are from dusky sharks.
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