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Sharks in Peril:

Why you should be Scared FOR Sharks
Sharks have been swimming the world’s oceans for more than 400 million years -- long before the first dinosaurs appeared on land.  Sharks can be found in almost every ocean and play a vital role in maintaining the health of the oceans. 
But now sharks face a new threat – humans.  Each year, commercial fishing kills more than 100 million sharks worldwide – including tens of millions just for their fins.  Sharks are especially vulnerable to pressure from human activities because of their slow growth and low reproductive potential.  Many shark populations have declined to levels where they are unable to perform their roles as top predators in the ecosystem, causing drastic and possibly irreversible damage to the oceans.
Sharks in Trouble
According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), more than half of the highly migratory oceanic sharks are considered overexploited or depleted.  Globally, three-fourths of the oceanic pelagic sharks and rays have an increased risk of extinction as a result of overfishing.
 

· Over the past two centuries, the large predatory shark populations of the northwestern Mediterranean Sea have declined more than 96%.
 
· Since 1986, all recorded shark populations in the Northwest Atlantic, with the exception of mako sharks, have declined over 50%.

· Some shark populations along the U.S. Atlantic coast, including bull, dusky and smooth hammerhead sharks have declined 99% or more in the past 35 years.

Although sharks inhabit six oceans and migrate across international boundaries, their populations are inadequately managed in most areas of the world.  In fact, most countries fail to protect sharks at all.  Records of shark catches are poor and few countries identify sharks at the species level. 

Greatest Threats to Sharks

Overfishing – Industrial shark fisheries have grown steadily since the 1920s and have frequently involved targeting new shark populations or species, as catches from established shark fisheries decline.

Shark Finning – Shark fins are one of the world’s most expensive marine products.  Demand for shark fins and the associated profits have greatly increased pressure on shark populations.  During the finning process, the fin is sliced off and the animals are thrown back to sea, where they die.

Bycatch – Sharks are caught in commercial fisheries in pursuit of other “target” species.  This catch is often undocumented and unregulated.

Sharks Need Improved Protections
Human activities related to sharks are largely unmanaged.  At a minimum, the following actions are needed to improve and advance shark conservation.
· Fishery management measures, including data collection of species specific information, stock assessments, and fishing limits.
· Requirements for sharks to be “landed whole” with the fins naturally attached to the bodies.  This practice will facilitate enforcement and allow for better data collection for use in stock assessments and quota monitoring.

· Measures to promote the sustainable trade of sharks and shark products.
The United States Can Save Sharks
Domestic and international action is needed to protect sharks.  The United States can be a global leader on shark conservation by undertaking the following: 
· Pass the Shark Conservation Act of 2009.  This legislation would require all sharks to be landed with their fins naturally attached and close other loopholes in the existing law.  
· Propose and promote shark conservation measures at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
· Advance sound shark management at international fisheries organizations
For more information, please visit www.Oceana.org/sharks or call 202.833.3900.
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