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HAMMERHEAD SHARKS – Smooth, Great and Scalloped (Sphyrna spp.) 

Hammerhead sharks roam coastal temperate and tropical seas around the world and are easily distinguished by their broad, narrow-bladed heads. Hammerheads, including great (Sphyrna mokarran), scalloped (Sphyrna lewini), and smooth (Sphyrna zygaena), are caught in a wide variety of fisheries. 

Hammerhead fins are among the most valuable in the fin market
 and represent 4.4 percent of the Hong Kong shark fin trade.
 Hammerhead shark meat is also widely traded internationally. During a year-long investigation into shark fisheries and the shark fin trade, Oceana documented trade of fresh hammerhead sharks in several fish markets in Spain, the Azores in Portugal, Guayaquil and Manta in Ecuador. 

In 2007, 202 tons of scalloped hammerhead shark catches were reported to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) as well as 361 tons of smooth hammerhead sharks. Additionally, more than 3,700 tons of landings were reported but not identified by species.

Due to their moderate productivity and high economic value, populations of hammerhead sharks in some areas have suffered severe declines. For example, a recent assessment for a hammerhead complex (i.e., great, smooth and scalloped hammerheads) in the northwest Atlantic Ocean found about a 70 percent decline in abundance since 1981.
 Another study in the Northwest Atlantic showed hammerheads have declined an estimated 89 percent over the past 20 years.
 The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List classifies great and scalloped hammerheads as endangered globally whereas smooth hammerheads are listed as vulnerable. 
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