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Photo Andy Murch
PORBEAGLE SHARK (Lamna nasus) 

The porbeagle shark is a highly migratory species related to the great white shark. This shark is considered “critically endangered” in the Northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean and “endangered” in the Northwest Atlantic. The porbeagle’s Northwest Atlantic population has declined more than 80 percent.

Once maturity is reached at 8 to 13 years, the porbeagle shark only has four pups per litter. Such low rates of reproduction make it particularly difficult to keep up with the amount of bycatch in unregulated longline fisheries. Bycatch, as well as demand for their high-value meat, have driven porbeagle populations to as low as five percent of their initial biomass.
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