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Photo Andy Murch
SPINY DOGFISH (Squalus acanthias) 

The spiny dogfish or “spurdog” is a common, but vulnerable, species found along the coasts of six continents. These small coastal sharks are highly valued in Europe for their meat. Spiny dogfish do not reach maturity until 20 years of age – much longer than many other shark species. Of particular concern is the fact that the biomass of the spiny dogfish has decreased over 95 percent in the Northeast Atlantic.
 

Targeted fisheries exist for spiny dogfish to meet the demands for fish and chips, shark fin soup, fertilizer, liver oil, pet food and dissection specimens in high school science classes. Due to this popularity and inability to recover from intense fishing pressures, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List classifies spiny dogfish as “critically endangered” in the Northeast Atlantic and “endangered” in the Mediterranean.
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