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Oceana Reveals Unlikely Source for Addressing Global Overfishing to World’s Leading Scientists and Academia






Press Release Date: September 30, 2009


Location: Yokohama, Japan




Contact: 




Anna Baxter  | email: abaxter@oceana.org 
Anna Baxter























Oceana experts described the World Trade Organization (WTO) as a vehicle for addressing global overfishing at the 5th World Fisheries Congress in Yokohama today. The presentation, The World Trade Organization and Fisheries Subsidies: Using trade rules to reverse overfishing and promote sustainable fishing worldwide, provided insight into the ongoing WTO fisheries subsidies negotiations and described Oceana’s work, which resulted in proposed WTO rules that would provide significant conservation and management benefits.

“A key solution for addressing global overfishing is not found through traditional fisheries management, but through trade,” said Courtney Sakai, senior campaign director at Oceana. “The international science community has identified reducing subsidies as one of the most significant actions to combat global overfishing. The WTO negotiations provide the best opportunity to stop overfishing subsidies.”

Fisheries subsidies promote overfishing, pushing fleets to fish longer, harder and farther away than would otherwise be possible. Global fisheries subsidies are estimated to be at least $20 billion annually, an amount equivalent to approximately 25 percent of the value of the world catch. Earlier this month, the The World Bank and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) released a new report, finding that the marine industry loses up to $50 billion annually because of poor management and overfishing. It also concluded that economics justifies the universal elimination of fisheries subsidies.

Oceana also released a new report, Too Few Fish: A Regional Assessment of the World’s Fisheries, in May. Based on data from the FAO, the report found that more than 80 percent of the world’s fisheries are unable to withstand increased fishing activity, leaving only 17 percent considered capable of any growth in catch at all. “Countries must decrease the political and economic pressures that lead to overfishing if we want healthy and abundant fishery resources,” said Sakai.

The WTO is currently engaged in a dedicated negotiation on fisheries subsidies as part of its Doha trade round. The fisheries subsidies negotiations represent the first time that conservation concerns, in addition to commerce priorities, have led to the launch of a specific trade negotiation.

About the 5th World Fisheries Congress:

The 5th World Fisheries Congress is hosted by the Japanese Society of Fisheries Sciences, the Science Council of Japan and the Fisheries Research Agency. The World Fisheries Congress is hosted every four years and is an official meeting of the World Council of Fisheries Societies, providing a meeting ground for the world’s top scientists. This year’s Congress is focused on current global aquatic issues and sustainable fisheries, and will contribute to the resolution of important issues that are threatening both human beings and aquatic organisms.
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  BECOME A WAVEMAKER
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FEATURED CAMPAIGN




Save the Oceans, Feed the World




We are restoring the world’s wild fish populations to serve as a sustainable source of protein for people.





Learn More










More CAMPAIGNs




Protect Habitat




Bycatch




Plastics




View All














Contact




Oceana International Headquarters

1025 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036 USA

General Inquiries
+1(202)-833-3900
info@oceana.org
Donation Inquiries
+1(202)-996-7174
wavemaker@oceana.org
Press Inquiries
+1(202)-833-3900
press@oceana.org





























Oceana's Efficiency
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Become a Wavemaker




Sign up today to get weekly updates and action alerts from Oceana.





       

         
        
                 

          
          
          
          
          
            
         

          
      

  






SHOW YOUR SUPPORT WITH A DONATION




We have already protected nearly 4 million square miles of ocean and innumerable sea life - but there is still more to be done.





Donate Now
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