
	Skip to content			
				
					
					
				
					
						Menu					
						International
	United States
	Europe
	Chile
	Canada
	Belize
	Philippines
	Brazil
	Peru
	Mexico
	United Kingdom



	Your Country
	About
	About Us
	People and Partners
		Board of Directors
	CEO
	Executive Committee
	Oceana Staff
	Sailors for the Sea
	Ocean Council
	Science Advisors
	Celebrity Supporters
	Foundation Donors
	Major Donors
	Corporate Partners



	Culture and Careers
		Employment Opportunities
	Benefits and Culture
	Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice
	Ethics and Accountability



	Financials



	Our Work
	Victories
	Campaigns
		Save the Oceans, Feed The World
	Protect Species
	Ocean Habitat
	Overfishing
	Climate and Energy
	Transparency
	Plastic Pollution
	Aquaculture
	Deep-Sea Mining



	Expeditions



	Newsroom
	Press Releases
	Blog
	Reports
	Magazine
	In the News
	PSAs and Videos
	Annual Reports
	Media Contacts



	Ways to Give
	Donate Monthly
	Become a Member
	Start a Fundraiser
	Memorial Donation
	Gift Donation
	Weddings
	Group Donations
	Donate by Mail
	Planned Giving
	Gifts of Stock
	Workplace Giving
	Corporate Partners
	Online Store
	Events
	Manage your Gift



	Resources
	Marine Life Encyclopedia
	Parents and Teachers



	Contact



				

			
					
			
				
					
						[image: Oceana]


[image: Oceana]

					
				
	
				
			Menu		
	
			
			
				
					
						[image: Oceana]


[image: Oceana]

					
				

				
					Menu				
					Join
	Subscribe
	Act
	Shop


			

		
		

  
    
      
        
          
          
          
          
          
          
        

      

    

  





			

		
		
	
				
			
	
		
			

	
		
		
			LnRiLWhlYWRpbmcuaGFzLWJhY2tncm91bmR7cGFkZGluZzowfQ==



Senate Introduces Bill to End Shark Finning in U.S on Earth Day






Press Release Date: September 30, 2009


Location: Washington




Contact: 




Anna Baxter  | email: abaxter@oceana.org 
Anna Baxter























Oceana and Mad Men star January Jones applaud Senator John Kerry (D-MA) for introducing the Shark Conservation Act of 2009 in the Senate today as we celebrate Earth Day.

January Jones, lead actress of the Emmy award-winning TV series Mad Men, is the new spokesperson for Oceana’s campaign to save sharks. “We should be scared for sharks,” said the Golden Globe nominee. “I hope people will join me in the fight to save sharks and our oceans.”

The Shark Conservation Act of 2009 would require all sharks caught in U.S. waters to be landed whole with their fins still attached. This would put an end to shark finning, the process of cutting off the fins and discarding the carcass at sea. Each year, tens of millions of sharks around the world are caught for their fins.

“Shark finning fueled by the foreign fin trade has led to serious population decline and disruption of our waters,” said U.S. Senator John Kerry. “We need much stronger solutions to end this illicit trade and current protections haven’t gotten the job done. We need to get serious.”

Landing sharks with their fins still attached allows for better enforcement and data collection in stock assessments and quota monitoring. The House of Representatives passed similar legislation (H.R. 81) in March 2009. Oceana now looks to the Senate for fast passage of this important piece of legislation.

“Finned friends, the finish line is finally in sight,” said Beth Lowell, federal policy director at Oceana. “Sharks have found a champion in Senator Kerry.”

The Shark Conservation Act of 2009 would also close a loophole that deals with the transfer of fins at sea as a way to get around current law. Additionally, the bill would allow the United States to take action against countries whose shark finning restrictions are not as strenuous.
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  BECOME A WAVEMAKER
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FEATURED CAMPAIGN




Save the Oceans, Feed the World




We are restoring the world’s wild fish populations to serve as a sustainable source of protein for people.





Learn More










More CAMPAIGNs




Protect Habitat




Bycatch




Plastics




View All














Contact




Oceana International Headquarters

1025 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036 USA

General Inquiries
+1(202)-833-3900
info@oceana.org
Donation Inquiries
+1(202)-996-7174
wavemaker@oceana.org
Press Inquiries
+1(202)-833-3900
press@oceana.org





























Oceana's Efficiency
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Become a Wavemaker




Sign up today to get weekly updates and action alerts from Oceana.





       

         
        
                 

          
          
          
          
          
            
         

          
      

  






SHOW YOUR SUPPORT WITH A DONATION




We have already protected nearly 4 million square miles of ocean and innumerable sea life - but there is still more to be done.





Donate Now
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