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This has been a very successful year for Oceana and for our campaigns to 
restore and protect abundant oceans. Together with our allies, we have won 
policy changes that are essential to protecting the people who rely on healthy 
oceans for their food and livelihoods.  

These victories are described in detail in this report. As a supporter of 
Oceana, you fully share in the authorship of these tangible results. Your 
contributions, your advice and your support continue to generate a strong 
return on investment. To highlight just three:

• The U.S. has moved decisively to protect the American Arctic against 
bottom trawling.

• The Chilean government has announced it will stop the excessive use 
of antibiotics – the same ones essential to human health – in the intensive 
farming of salmon in ocean pens.

• The European Union has insisted that the French fleet stop using driftnets, a 
highly non-selective gear that was killing thousands of dolphins and countless 
other marine creatures.

At Oceana, we know the difference between good intentions and good 
results. We set goals for changes in government and corporate policies 
that will produce tangible in-the-water improvements in ocean health. Our 
effectiveness, and the efficiency of our administration and fundraising, is 
recognized by our four star rating from Charity Navigator.

Despite the oceans’ global role as a source of food and jobs, restoring 
abundance in oceans has long been a profoundly under-funded area of 
conservation. One study showed that 99 percent of American policy-focused 
conservation philanthropy goes to terrestrial work, leaving less than  
1 percent to protect the wildlife and resources in the 71 percent of the planet  
covered by oceans.  

That imbalance means that your contribution to ocean protection is a highly 
strategic philanthropic choice. You are part of a core (and growing) group 
of people whose loyalty to Oceana and the oceans is making a lasting 
contribution to the future.  

When President Bill Clinton spoke at our annual Partners Award Gala in 
2008, he said that to restore abundant oceans, it is essential that we persuade 
people that change is possible. Our focus on a limited number of policy 
campaigns, each with a definite objective and a three or four year time frame, 
sets us apart from many NGOs, which too often find themselves stretched too 
thinly across too many objectives. Effectiveness requires focus, and Oceana’s 
teams of scientists, lawyers and advocates work closely together on campaign 
teams that protect habitat, reduce bycatch, require sensible fishing quotas 
and reduce mercury pollution.

In addition to being a vital resource to humanity, the oceans are home 
to countless extraordinary and marvelous animals. Their appeal to us is 
both rational and emotional, and we are delighted to share with you the 
accomplishments described in this annual report. Thank you for your 
generosity and loyalty. Together we are winning the changes that will produce 
abundant oceans.

For the oceans,

Andrew F. Sharpless
Chief Executive Officer

LETTER FROM THE CEO

© OCEANA | Keith Ellenbogen
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OCEANS VERGING ON COLLAPSE
The oceans are vast, but they are not immune to human 
influence. We have already altered or destroyed many 
marine ecosystems and driven million-year-old  
species to the brink of extinction. According to  
a study published in Science, less than four percent  
of the oceans remains unaffected by human activity.
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In the last few decades, commercial fishing has evolved 
into a high-tech, heavily subsidized industry that uses 
cutting-edge electronics, computer systems, huge 
amounts of fuel and miles of gear to find and catch more 
fish in remote places formerly out of bounds to fishermen.

Scientists report that commercial catches of 29 percent 
of wild populations of seafood have already collapsed as 
a result of this high-intensity fishing. The U.N. Food and 
Agricultural Organization says that at least 75 percent 
of seafood species are overexploited, fully exploited or 
recovering from depletion. Scientists have also projected 
that if we keep fishing at the current rate, our entire wild 
seafood supply could collapse before the middle of this 
century. At the same time, marine predators like dolphins 
and sharks suffer population losses when they can’t find 
food to eat. Mediterranean bottlenose dolphins have 
already declined significantly, in part due to overfishing of 
sardines and anchovies.

Wasteful fishing practices that include diagonal-mesh 
driftnets, longlines with outdated hooks and bottom trawls 
are ruining ocean ecosystems by indiscriminately killing 
fish and other wildlife, including seabirds and marine 
mammals. Each year, more than 16 billion pounds of 
untargeted fish are thrown overboard thanks to wasteful 
fishing techniques. Bottom trawls drag heavily weighted 

nets along the ocean floor in search of fish or crustaceans 
in a practice akin to clearcutting a forest in order to catch 
a rabbit. Centuries-old habitats such as coral gardens are 
destroyed in an instant by bottom trawls, pulverized into 
barren plains. 

Meanwhile, offshore fish farming, rather than taking the 
pressure off wild seafood species, results in increased 
overfishing to feed the farmed fish as well as the 
despoiling of seafloor habitat. Tons of concentrated fish 
waste dropped from open-water salmon pens blankets the 
ocean bottom, snuffing out oxygen and life.

Since time immemorial, the oceans have absorbed vast 
amounts of carbon dioxide in a system that keeps our 
planet’s atmosphere in balance. Now, thanks to the burning 
of fossil fuels, the oceans are becoming saturated with 
carbon. Carbon dioxide is changing the very chemistry 
of the oceans, causing them to become more acidic and 
jeopardizing the future of coral reefs and organisms 
that produce shells. The oceans are also warming, thus 
increasing the intensity of storms, causing sea levels to 
rise and disrupting ecosystems and ocean circulation.

In addition, we are poisoning the oceans with mercury, a 
toxic pollutant emitted by land-based industrial plants. 

This mercury finds its way back into our food chain via our 
seafood with potentially serious consequences. According 
to a scientist with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), one in ten American women has enough 
mercury in her blood to pose a risk of neurological damage 
to her developing baby.

Our oceans and fish play a vital role in the world’s 
economy. Over one billion people around the world depend 
on the oceans for a primary source of protein, many of 
them poor. The livelihoods of close to 200 million people are 
tied to the oceans. 

The oceans are an invaluable resource for humankind – 
one that we can’t afford to squander.

WE ARE TAKING TOO MANY FISH OUT 
OF THE WATER

WE ARE PUTTING TOO MANY 
POLLUTANTS IN THE WATER

WE ARE PUTTING AT RISK JOBS AND 
FOOD FOR MILLIONS OF PEOPLE

© OCEANA | Keith Ellenbogen © iStock © OCEANA | Juan Cuetos

OPPOSITE PAGE: Icebergs, Baffin Island, Nunavut. 
ABOVE LEFT: Tuna cage and boat, Balearic Islands, 
Spain. Oceana MarViva Med Mediterranean Expedition. 
May 2008. CENTER: Pollution adds carbon dioxide 
to the oceans. RIGHT:  Fisherman at the stern of the 
trawler Nuevo Panchita rolling up the nets with uprooted 
gorgonians after fishing illegally less than six miles from 
the coast. Huelva, Spain. Oceana Ranger Mediterranean 
Expedition. September 2007.
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THE GOOD NEWS 
SAVING THE OCEANS IS POSSIBLE IN OUR LIFETIMES.

© Brant Shenkarow
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WE HAVE SOLUTIONS
Many of the most serious threats to the oceans can be addressed with solutions 
that already exist. New technology has made many kinds of pollution preventable; 
mercury-cell chlorine plants eliminate mercury releases entirely by shifting to 
newer membrane-cell technology. Gear modifications allow commercial fishermen 
to avoid catching untargeted species; thousands of endangered sea turtles are 
saved each year when fishermen equip their nets with turtle excluder devices. 
Changes in fishing practices can protect coral gardens; restricting bottom trawling 
in small areas of dense coral growth can preserve invaluable marine life without 
compromising the fishing industry’s profits. Reducing carbon dioxide emissions is 
possible through renewable energy such as wind power. 

THE ECONOMICS ARE WITH US
Unsustainable fishing is fueled by massive government handouts to the 
commercial fishing industry. The global fishing fleet is capable of catching many 
more fish than scientists think can sustainably be taken from the ocean. Scientists 
estimate that global fishing capacity may be as much as two and a half times the 
sustainable level. As a result, the global fish catch has declined since the late 
1980s despite intensified efforts. The fishing industry receives $20 billion in harmful 
government subsidies annually, a figure which represents close to one-fourth of 
the total dockside value of the global fish catch. Reckless, unsustainable industrial 
fishing does not make economic sense. 
 
In the U.S. alone, recreational and commercial fisheries supply over two million 
jobs. On top of that, coastal tourism provides 28.3 million jobs and generates $54 
billion in goods and services annually. Ocean-based renewable energy such as 
offshore wind will generate economic growth. 

WE HAVE SUPPORTERS AND ALLIES
Oceana is not alone in this fight. We have 300,000 e-activists and supporters in 
over 150 countries. We are allied with conservation organizations and foundations, 
farsighted commercial and recreational fishermen, indigenous peoples, seafood 
consumers, scuba divers, sailors and ocean enthusiasts of all stripes. There is 
potential to build even more broad support for initiatives to protect and restore 
ocean ecosystems.

Caribbean grey reef shark 
in the Bahamas.
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RESPONSIBLE FISHING 
Scientists estimate that seafood species could go extinct 
by the middle of this century if high-pressure, wasteful 
fishing practices continue at the current rate. Ninety 
percent of the big fish – sharks, tuna, swordfish – are 
already gone. Destructive fishing practices like bottom 
trawling waste more than 16 billion pounds of fish and kill 
countless marine mammals every year, while obliterating 
ocean habitat like coral reefs and seamounts that can take 
decades or centuries to recover. 

Oceana works to ensure that fish are taken out of the 
ocean only at sustainable rates based on science, and to 
protect habitats by drastically reducing bycatch and its 
effects on the marine ecosystem.

Oceana works on a limited 
number of campaigns 

that focus on the oceans’ 
immediate conservation needs.

VICTORIES

VICTORY: WHALES pROTECTEd IN CHILE 
Chile’s President Batchelet announced in June that she 
had established a permanent sanctuary for whales from 
lethal exploitation in all of Chile’s waters. Oceana worked 
in coalition with several environmental groups  
to ensure the President’s declaration.  Although this was 
an important announcement, Oceana also clearly  
delivered the message that additional efforts are 
necessary to protect the critical habitats to make this 
declaration effective.  

VICTORY: CHINOOk SALMON pROTECTEd 
FROM pOLLOCk NETS
Oceana joined with a coalition of western Alaska 
communities and salmon fishermen to limit on the number 
of Chinook salmon that the largest groundfish fishery 
in the world can kill as bycatch. As a result, in June, the 
North Pacific Fishery Management Council took the first 
serious step towards establishing a hard cap on Chinook 
salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock fishery. The 
need for a bycatch cap on salmon was imperative, as in 
2007, the pollock fishery – the second largest in the world – 
incidentally caught more than 120,000 salmon in a  
year when Chinook populations collapsed along the 
U.S. West Coast.

The council moved toward setting a cap of catching 
68,392 salmon. Upon reaching the cap, the pollock fishery 
will have to close for the season. Pollock trawlers in the 
Bering Sea catch more than two billion pounds of pollock 
each year. Trawling is an indiscriminate fishing method 
that often results in bycatch, including dolphins, whales, 
sharks, seabirds and other untargeted species.

VICTORY: 115 MILLION ACRES OF BERINg SEA 
pROTECTEd FROM TRAWLINg
In August, the National Marine Fisheries Service enacted 
new protections that closed nearly 115 million acres of 
the Bering Sea from destructive bottom trawling. The 
closure adopted Oceana’s approach of freezing the current 
“footprint” already trawled and prevents future expansion 
of this damaging fishing technique. 

Combined with closures that adopted the Oceana 
approach in the Aleutian Islands and other parts of Alaska 
and in state and federal waters off Washington, Oregon 
and California in 2006, this newest rule brings the total 
area of U.S. Pacific waters protected from bottom trawling 
to more than 531 million acres, an area five times the size 
of California. Worldwide, Oceana has protected more than 
640 million acres of seafloor from bottom trawling.

The regulations establish a northern boundary for trawling 
in the Bering Sea and protect one of the world’s most 
productive and diverse ocean ecosystems. The Bering 
Sea is home to 26 species of marine mammals, including 
the critically endangered northern right whale, millions of 
seabirds from seven continents and more than 450  
species of fish. 

Local communities and other conservation groups 
supported the Oceana approach to protecting this area 
from trawling, which involves dragging weighted nets 
along the seafloor, killing sealife and destroying corals, 
seamounts and other important habitat.

© OCEANA | Carlos Suárez

ABOVE: A fisherman catching tuna using a driftnet. 
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VICTORY: SHARk IdENTIFICATION CARd 
AdOpTEd IN CHILE
In July, Chile’s Undersecretary for Fisheries adopted 
Oceana’s shark identification card as an official method 
for Chilean fisheries to estimate shark populations and 
bycatch rates. This is a crucial step in counting, capping 
and controlling shark bycatch. Previously, little was known 
about how many and what species of sharks were killed 
by the fishing industry every year. Under its new Shark 
National Plan of Action, Chile must reduce shark bycatch 
and improve knowledge of shark populations.

The card was printed by the Chilean government and 
distributed among fishermen and scientific observers.

SAFEGUARDING SHARKS
In its global shark campaign, Oceana has made significant 
progress across the planet. Since the middle of the 20th 
century, shark populations have plummeted under the 
strain of intense commercial fishing. More than 100 million 

VICTORY: ATLANTIC, guLF OF MExICO 
SHARkS pROTECTEd FROM FINNINg
In precedent-setting decisions by fisheries agencies, 
sharks caught in federal fisheries in the U.S. Atlantic 
Ocean and Gulf of Mexico and state fisheries in the 
Atlantic were required to be landed whole with their fins 
still naturally attached in 2008.

Previous regulations required only that shark fins 
and carcasses be brought to dock in a specific ratio, 
allowing high grading, or the mixing and matching of the 
highest value fins and carcass, to occur and making the 
identification of species difficult. The new regulations 
requiring the landing sharks with their fins still attached 
allow for improved enforcement and data collection.

Sharks are in peril around the world from overfishing, 
driven in large part by the lucrative trade in shark fins. 
The new fins-attached regulations, by the U.S. National 
Marine Fisheries Service and the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission, raise the bar for shark conservation 
measures globally.

VICTORY: dEEp SEA SHARkS pROTECTEd IN 
EuROpE
In December 2006, European Union Fisheries 
Commissioner Joe Borg committed to reducing the 
number of deep-sea sharks killed by the fishing industry 
every year. Deep-sea sharks are among the most 
vulnerable species to overfishing because they reproduce 
slowly and produce small litters of baby sharks, or pups.

Two years after Borg’s commitment, and after continued 
pressure from Oceana, the European Union agreed to 
reduce the total allowable catch for deep-sea shark 
species, including the leafscale gulper shark and 
Portuguese dogfish. The E.U. also set a goal of reducing 
the catch by 50 percent in 2009 and 100 percent in 2010, 
giving these sharks an opportunity to recover to healthy 
population levels.

VICTORY: FRENCH dRIFTNETS OFF THE WATER 
After Oceana’s Ranger spent three summers documenting 
the use of illegal driftnets on French fishing ships, the 
European Court of Justice finally eliminated a loophole 
that allowed the French to continue using these nets. 
The European Union banned the use of driftnets in 2002, 
but the ships continued to operate with support from the 
government of France. Thanks to the ruling, French illegal 
driftnets were off the water in 2008.

By refusing to grant an exception to the French driftnet 
fleet, the court upheld the 2002 ban and effectively took 92 
driftnetters off the water, potentially saving about 25,000 
juvenile bluefin tuna each year.

In 2007, a group of these driftnetters surrounded and 
threatened Ranger, which had been photographing and 
filming the nets at work. The ensuing media attention 
helped highlight this wasteful and illegal fishing practice 
and pushed policymakers toward ending the use  
of these nets.

Made of multifilament diagonal mesh, driftnets hang 
vertically in the water between polystyrene floaters 
and weighted bottoms and can reach up to five miles in 
length in a set. Between the months of May and October, 
fishermen leave the nets for up to six hours overnight on 
calm seas before hauling them in. The nets are notorious 
for catching thousands of creatures besides bluefin tuna, 
including ocean sunfish, pelagic stingrays, loggerhead sea 
turtles, striped dolphins, sperm whales and pilot whales. 

sharks are killed annually, largely for their fins, but also for 
their meat and as incidental bycatch, and often without 
respect to species, size or age. Without sharks, the oceans’ 
top predators, marine ecosystems cannot thrive. Oceana 
continues to push to protect these graceful predators.

© OCEANA | Carlos Suárez

ABOVE: A Caribbean reef shark.
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VICTORY: CHILE RECOMMENdS ENdINg 
ExCESSIVE ANTIBIOTIC uSE IN SALMON 
FARMS 
After campaigning by Oceana, the Chilean government 
body known as the Salmon Task Force recommended 
ending the excessive use of antibiotics in salmon farms in 
December. This will curb the overuse of antibiotics  
created for human health, end the overpopulation of 
salmon pens and lessen the amount of fish feces released 
into the marine environment. In addition, it will slow down 
the expansion of the industry into the pristine fjords  
of Patagonia. 

VICTORY: gROCERY STORES AddEd  
TO gREEN LIST
In January, after Oceana published a report on the levels 
of mercury in grocery store-bought seafood, Kroger and 
Harris Teeter grocery companies announced their intent 
to post the FDA advisory at the point of sale. In August, 
Costco agreed to post the advisory as well and earned a 
spot on Oceana’s Green List of grocers. These companies’ 
stores are now among the more than 36 percent of major 
grocers in the U.S. – or more than 6,400 individual stores – 
that post the U.S. Food and Drug Administration advice  
on signs at seafood counters.

The Green List now includes many of the most  
prominent grocery store chains in the U.S., including 
Albertsons, Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s and Safeway  
and all its subsidiaries. See the entire Green List at  
www.oceana.org/greenlist.

PREVENTING SEAFOOD 
CONTAMINATION
When Oceana began its campaign to end seafood 
contamination in 2005, nine chlorine factories in the United 
States used outdated technology that resulted in mercury 
pollution entering the atmosphere and waterways, 
eventually finding its way into popular seafood species like 
tuna and swordfish. Since 2005, Oceana has convinced 

CURBING ANTIBIOTIC USE 
IN AQUACULTURE
In 2008, Chile’s salmon industry was rocked by disease. An 
outbreak of infectious salmon anemia dealt a severe blow 
to the rapidly expanding industry. This highly contagious 
virus is deadly to fish. News of the outbreak worried 
consumers worldwide, and the major U.S. grocery chain 
Safeway ended purchases of salmon from Marine Harvest, 
the largest aquaculture company in Chile.

The quick spread of the outbreak stemmed from the 
crowded pens typical of Chilean aquaculture, with about 
55 pounds of fish per cubic meter. Rather than keeping 
less fish per pen, the industry used excessive amounts of 
antibiotics in an attempt to stave off disease. According  
to a top scientist, Chile used about 300 times the amount  
of antibiotics of Norway, the only country that produces 
more farmed salmon than Chile. Some of the antibiotics 
are not approved by the World Health Organization for  
use in livestock.

VICTORIES

five of the nine mercury-polluting factories to eliminate 
mercury use. 

Seafood contamination is a significant problem for the 
nearly one billion people around the world who depend 
on seafood as a primary source of protein. The presence 
of mercury is especially dangerous for small children 
and women of childbearing age. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has advised these groups to eat no 
more than six ounces of albacore tuna or tuna steaks per 
week because of mercury and to completely avoid eating 
swordfish, shark, tilefish and mackerel.

Oceana’s campaign to prevent seafood contamination is 
twofold: to end needless mercury pollution from outdated 
chlorine plants, and to convince major grocery stores  
in the United States to post the FDA advisory on mercury 
in seafood.

© OCEANA | Eduardo Sorensen

© OCEANA

LEFT: Farmed salmon pens in Chile. CENTER: Oceana campaigners 
ask Publix to post the mercury advisory at seafood counters.
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REpORTS

20 Years Turning a Deaf Ear: Time for Science-Based Fisheries Management  

Guide to European Elasmobranches

The Beauty of the Beast: The Present and Future of Elasmobranches in Europe

Oceana Recommendations for the ICCAT Commission Meeting

Hold the Mercury:  How to Avoid Mercury When Buying Fish   

Too Few Fish: A Regional Assessment of the World’s Fisheries

Shipping Impacts on Climate: A Source with Solutions

Trouble for Turtles: Trawl Fishing in the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico 

Predators as Prey: Why Healthy Oceans Need Sharks

Sea the Value: Quantifying the Value of Marine Life to Divers 

No Excuses: Communities at Risk Without Mercury-Free Technology 

Acid Test: Can We Save Our Oceans from CO2?  

As Goes the Arctic, So Goes the Planet 

Mercury on the Hiwassee 

Vision of the Basic Principles for the Reasonable Use of Antibiotics in Salmon Aquaculture  

Science is the bedrock for Oceana’s campaigns to change policy to protect  
our oceans.

In Europe, Oceana published its recommendations for better management of 
bluefin tuna and sharks for the International Commission for the Conservation 
of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) commission meeting. After campaigning by Oceana 
and its allies with these recommendations, the European Union proposed 
sweeping shark management measures at ICCAT, including an international 
catch limits for vulnerable sharks. 

In Chile, Oceana published a report outlining the basic principles for the 
responsible use of antibiotics in salmon aquaculture and campaigned 
intensively for the implementation of these principles. Ultimately, the Chilean 
government unveiled its Use and Management Plan for Antibiotics in Salmon 
Aquaculture, which included almost all of Oceana’s recommendations for 
improving the aquaculture industry.

In North America, the Stop Seafood Contamination campaign published “Hold 
the Mercury,” about how to avoid mercury when buying fish, as well as “No 
Excuses,” about the remaining chlorine plants that still use mercury in their 
processing. A few weeks after the U.S. House passed the Shark Conservation 
Act of 2008, Oceana published the report “Predators as Prey” about the 
importance of sharks for ocean health.

REpORTS
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Oceana’s 2008 on-the-water 
expeditions resulted in multiple 

campaign victories. MarViva Med 
joined Ranger in the Mediterranean, 

and a team from Chile visited 
the pristine waters of Patagonia. 

The resulting photo and video 
documentation of rare species, as 

well as documentation of illegal 
fishing, provides further evidence 

for the protection of vulnerable 
marine species and habitats.

The United Nations Convention 
on Biological Diversity requires 

at least 10 percent of the oceans’ 
surface be protected by 2012. 

OCEANA RANgER IN THE BAY OF BISCAY – 
CREATINg NEW MARINE pROTECTEd AREAS
After Oceana’s expedition to the Bay of Biscay, off the 
north of Spain, the Spanish government committed in 2008 
to declaring six new marine protected areas.

Oceana’s catamaran, Ranger, set sail in spring 2008 
with the goals of promoting the creation of new marine 
protected areas and documenting illegal bottom trawling 
in the bay.

With the help of an underwater robot that can dive down 
to 600 meters and record sealife and habitats, Ranger 
made several exciting species discoveries on the Spanish 
seafloor. The team discovered an ancient deep-sea white 
coral ecosystem in the Aviles Canyon, off the coast of 
Asturias. The find was particularly significant because 
recent studies estimate that almost half of the deep-sea 
coral reefs in Europe have disappeared, due in part to 
destructive bottom trawling.  

The new findings were heavily covered by national and 
local media in Spain and were a key asset in Oceana’s 
efforts to convince the national government to designate 
new protected areas. 

MARVIVA MEd IN THE MEdITERRANEAN SEA – 
SHuTTINg dOWN BLuEFIN FISHERY
After Oceana’s expedition to the Mediterranean Sea on 
the MarViva Med, the European Union ended the bluefin 
tuna fishing season several weeks early for most of the 
Mediterranean’s purse seine fleet, a move which saved up 
to 100,000 bluefin in 2008 alone. Additionally, the Spanish 
Parliament considered creating a bluefin tuna reserve 
south of the Balearic Islands, a critical spawning area for 
the fish.

MarViva Med began its maiden expedition with Oceana 
in May. The six-month initiative, which was carried out in 
collaboration with the MarViva Foundation, was aimed 
primarily at documenting illegal fishing of severely 

ExpEdITIONS

© OCEANA | Enrique Talledo

overfished bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean. The 
expedition also documented the impact of bottom trawling 
on marine ecosystems and identified areas that need 
protection. 

During the campaign, the team recorded powerful images 
of bluefin tuna fattening pens and documented purse 
seiners illegally using spotter planes to find the fish. 
These photos, video and data were heavily covered in the 
media and used effectively by Oceana and allies in their 
successful effort to persuade the E.U. to close the bluefin 
fishery. 

In addition, Marviva Med verified that the French vessels 
caught in 2007 for using illegal driftnets to catch immature 
bluefin tuna were no longer using the gear, and also 
exposed Italian driftnetters using the banned nets.

TORTEL ExpEdITION IN pATAgONIA – 
BRINgINg THE SEAFLOOR OF FjORdS TO LIFE 
Oceana garnered national attention in Chile, including 
a feature in the Sunday magazine of La Tercera, with an 
expedition to the coldwater fjords of Chilean Patagonia. 
The team’s goal was to gather information about the 
marine creatures inhabiting the fjords, with the ultimate 
goal of establishing a Marine Protected Area (MPA) over 
4.5 million acres. 

Using an underwater remote-operated vehicle, Oceana 
documented 65 marine species, including diverse corals, 
crustaceans and sea cucumbers. During each expedition, 
the team worked with members of the local community. 
Ultimately, Oceana shared the expedition’s findings with 
the residents of Tortel, earning support for Oceana’s 
campaign and, combined with the press coverage of the 
expedition, putting the issue on the national agenda.

Establishing an MPA in the region would prevent the 
encroachment of Chile’s salmon aquaculture industry into 
Patagonia, which would cause pollution, threaten wild fish 
populations and negatively affect tourism.
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ABOVE: The pristine 
waters of Patagonia in 
November 2008.  
 
LEFT:  Jewel anemone, 
Vizcaya, Spain. Oceana 
Ranger Bay of Biscay 
expedition. July 2008.  

RIGHT:  Caged tuna, 
Balearic Island, 
Spain. MarViva Med 
Mediterranean expedition. 
May 2008.
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In 2008, thousands of news 
stories about Oceana appeared 

in major daily newspapers 
and magazines, as well as in 

television and radio broadcasts, 
helping Oceana gain credibility 

and support around the world.

NORTH AMERICA
In what was perhaps Oceana’s biggest magazine press hit 
to date, a full page photo spread appeared in the May 2008 
issue of Vanity Fair. The piece summarized Oceana’s  
work and pictured members of the Oceana Board of 
Directors, including chairman Keith Addis, Ted Danson 
and Sam Waterston. 

In mid-January, Oceana released a report entitled “Hold 
the Mercury,” which summarized the test results of nearly 
100 samples of fresh fish and sushi from stores and 
restaurants in 26 U.S. cities. The report generated nearly 
700 stories, including prominent mentions on the websites 
of The New York Times and Newsweek. 

EuROpE
In Europe, Oceana received a substantial amount of 
media attention for its bluefin tuna, shark and destructive 
trawling campaigns. 

During the Oceana Ranger’s 2008 summer expedition off 
the north coast of Spain, many European outlets covered 
the team’s habitat protection research. Oceana was also 
able to react immediately to an oil spill in the Strait of 
Gibraltar, which attracted significant media attention, 
including from major news wires including Agence France 
Presse, and major print media including El País  
and Le Point.

Leading up to the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), many European 
press outlets covered Oceana’s work to protect bluefin 

pRESS COVERAgE

On June 8, World Oceans Day, Oceana CEO Andy 
Sharpless appeared on NBC’s Today Show to discuss the 
state of the world’s oceans. 

In July, the Associated Press covered Oceana’s successful 
effort to secure closure of 180,000 square miles of the 
Bering Sea to destructive bottom trawling. The article 
quoted multiple Oceana staff members on the importance 
of the historic closure and was picked up by around 100 
news outlets, including most of the major newspapers on 
the U.S. Pacific coast.

In addition, Oceana was one of only four non-profit 
organizations to be selected by Food & Wine magazine 
in the August issue for its annual Eco-Ocean Award. The 
magazine described Oceana’s success in pressuring 
Congress to pass two resolutions supporting the 
elimination of destructive fishing subsidies.

On October 18, the Oceana Partners Award Gala attracted 
a lot of media attention, including the entertainment 
programs Access Hollywood, E!, Extra, Insider TV and  
TV Guide.  

continued >

Oceana was featured in Vanity Fair’s  
Green Issue, May 2008.
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SOuTH AMERICA
In 2008, Oceana’s campaign to reduce excessive antibiotic 
use in Chile’s salmon aquaculture industry received 
considerable attention from the Chilean press, including 
the national newspaper El Mercurio. 

In September, the New York Times reported on Oceana’s 
salmon aquaculture work. The article quoted Vice 
President for South America Alex Muñoz, who was the 
only source from a non-governmental organization, 
positioning Oceana as the leading conservation 
organization on the issue. 

tuna in the Mediterranean, including IPS News, Le Express 
and Agence France Press.

In October, Oceana hosted fisheries expert Dr. Daniel 
Pauly, chair of Oceana’s Science Advisory Board, as 
special guest during a press conference in Brussels. 
Many European journalists attended, including The Times, 
Associated Press and El Comercio. 

In late November, just after ICCAT disappointed Oceana 
by ignoring repeated scientific advice about catch limits 
of bluefin tuna, National Public Radio in the United States 
reported on Oceana’s work to prevent the collapse of 
bluefin in the Mediterranean.

< continued

Ricardo Aguilar, scientific director of Oceana, an international 
non-profit that protects and conserves the oceans, summarizes 
how the decline and ultimate collapse of such fisheries as 

bluefin tuna in the North Atlantic can cause social and political 
problems, like those that have recently occurred to the tuna 
fishermen of Bermeo.
 

“El último atún está bajo los piratas” May 8, 2008

Alex Muñoz, vice president for South America for Oceana, a 
group seeking to protect marine environments, said, “Unsafe 
use of antibiotics in salmon pens threatens Chile’s oceans and 

access to the U.S. seafood market.” He argued that the misguided 
use of antibiotics could increase bacterial resistance to 
them. “We are pleased to see the Chilean government act.”
 

“Facing Deadly Fish Virus, Chile Introduces Reforms” Sept. 4, 2008

Oceana, an environmental group, said that with ICCAT 
ignoring its own scientific advice the future of the bluefin is 
now threatened, not least because in the past fishermen 

have taken around twice the permitted catch.
 

“Tuna in trouble” Nov. 29, 2008
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Oceana’s board and staff are grateful to our contributors, whose support 

is essential to our campaigns to preserve ocean life. Due to our donors’ 

generosity, Oceana had a successful year financially in 2008. Oceana 

received revenue and support of more than $16.8 million, including the 

release of time- and program-restricted gifts for which commitments 

had been received in prior years. Oceana continues to benefit from 

significant multi-year grant commitments, which is a major reason why 

Oceana ended the year with just over $22 million in net assets. Oceana’s 

support comes from foundations, other organizations including select 

corporations, and individuals from more than 150 countries.  

Expenses were approximately $16.2 million in 2008. Of every dollar of 

expenses, approximately 79.6 cents were spent directly on Oceana’s 

programs. The remainder was spent on general and administrative costs 

(about 10.5 cents) and raising funds (about 9.9 cents).

The following tables provide information from Oceana’s independently 

audited financial statements, which consolidate its accounts from 

activities in the United States, Europe, and South America, including 

affiliated companies.  

Oceana, Inc. is tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal 

Revenue Code, so contributions may be tax-deductible.

Please contact Oceana at the address below for information on making 

gifts to Oceana, for a copy of its audited financial statement, or for  

other inquiries.

Oceana, Inc.

Attn: Development Department 

1350 Connecticut Ave. NW, 5th Floor

Washington, DC 20036

info@oceana.org

1.877.7.OCEANA

FINANCIAL SuMMARY

  

  

Programs

General & Administrative

Fundraising

Grants, Contributions  
& Release of Restricted Assets

Special Events

10.5%

9.9%

79.6%

12.8%

87.2%

2008 REVENUE & SUPPORT*                $16,823,085

2008 EXPENSES                                         $16,209,604

(CHART IN MILLIONS OF US DOLLARS)

  END OF THE YEAR ASSETS

20072006 20082005

10

20

30

0

*Revenue includes the release of time- and 
program-restricted gifts for which commitments 
had been received in prior years.
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Consolidated Statement of Activities for the Year Ended December 31, 2008

REVENUE AND SUPPORT

Grants and Contributions

Special Events

Investment Income 

Rental Income

In-Kind Revenue 

Miscellaneous 

Foreign Currency Transaction Gain

Net Assets Released from Restrictions

 Satisfaction of Time Restrictions

 Satisfaction of Program Restrictions

EXPENSES

Marine Conservancy Programs

 International Activities

 North American Oceans

 Communications

 Law

 Marine Science

 Ocean Advocacy Resources

Supporting Service

 General and Administrative

 Fundraising - cost of direct benefit to donors

 Fundraising - other

Changes in Net Assets

NET ASSETS (Beginning of Year)

NET ASSETS (End of Year)

($1,595,767)

10,969,683

-

-

-

-

-

-

(9,273,958)

(3,291,492)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

(1,595,767)

15,059,170

$13,463,403

TEMP. RESTRICTED

2008

$27,109,503 

25,859,852 

831,048

258,543

-

126,261

8,291

25,580

-

-

$13,931,395

11,040,702

4,398,390

4,380,721

1,229,052

542,998

489,336

205

2,890,693

2,048,764

30,500

811,429

13,178,108 

9,908,757

$23,086,865

$8,097,322

7,214,554

506,923

169,214

-

34,797

99,050 

72,784

-

-

$10,540,079

8,403,777

3,319,497

3,116,953

1,032,291

561,070

347,994

5,972

2,136,302

1,680,572

-

455,730

(2,442,757)

12,351,514

$9,908,757

2007 2006
TOTAL TOTAL

$16,823,085

2,139,447

2,149,096

133,568

68,266

19,176

4,931

(256,849)

9,273,958

3,291,492

$16,209,604

12,910,010

5,130,227

4,595,519

1,816,093

728,297

639,533

341

3,299,594

1,696,287

49,410

1,553,897

613,481

8,027,695

$8,641,176

UNRESTRICTED

$15,227,318

13,109,130 

2,149,096

133,568

68,266

19,176

4,931

(256,849)

-

-

$16,209,604

12,910,010

5,130,227

4,595,519

1,816,093

728,297

639,533

341

3,299,594

1,696,287

49,410

1,553,897

(982,286)

23,086,865

$22,104,579

TOTAL
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Oceana’s online supporters, also known as Wavemakers, 
are crucial to Oceana’s grassroots lobbying efforts as well 
as organizational brand awareness and credibility.

In 2008, Oceana increased its online supporter base to 
nearly 300,000 Wavemakers worldwide and nearly 20,000 
“superactivists,” who are Wavemakers taking three or 
more actions in a calendar year. 

Wavemakers were very responsive in taking action for 
Oceana campaigns. Notably, they sent more than 11,000 
emails to the U.S. House of Representatives to encourage 
the passage of the Shark Conservation Act of 2008, and 
they sent 8,000 emails to Costco to help Oceana’s Stop 
Seafood Contamination campaign convince the store to 
post the FDA’s advice about mercury in fish. 

E-ACTIVISM

OCEANA CAN’T DO IT ALONE.

© OCEANA | Enrique Talledo

Oceana diver jumping into the water from the 
Ranger. Punta Zabala, Hondarribia, Basque 
Country, Spain. July 2008.

MAkE EARTH dAY EVERY dAY
Oceana is a member of EarthShare, a federation that 
represents the nation’s most respected environmental 
and conservation charities in hundreds of workplace 
giving campaigns across the country. EarthShare’s payroll 
contribution program 
allows donors to direct 
their contribution 
to Oceana; to any 
combination of 
EarthShare’s members; or to all of them through one 
general gift to EarthShare. To find out more about how 
you and your workplace can support Oceana through 
an EarthShare campaign, please call Roni Siegel at 
212.371.5013 or visit EarthShare’s website at earthshare.org.
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GIVE TODAY TO HELP THE OCEANS. 

Attn: Samantha Provost 
Development Department
1350 Connecticut Ave. NW, 5th Floor
Washington, DC  20036

1.202.467.1877
www.oceana.org/give
fortheoceans@oceana.org

DONATE TO 
OCEANA

Each of us has the power to contribute to the health of 
the oceans. With the support of thousands of people like 
you, Oceana can carry out targeted campaigns to stop 
overfishing, protect important habitats, stop pollution and 
eliminate bycatch. Together, we can reverse the collapse  
of the oceans and preserve their rich abundance for the  
next generation.

You can become part of a growing circle of supporters by 
joining Oceana today.

BENEFITS TO CONTRIBuTORS
All Oceana supporters receive the quarterly Oceana 
newsletter. Those who give $1,000 or more annually receive 
a variety of benefits, including the newsletter, invitations 
to special events and VIP receptions, political updates and 
exclusive briefings by Oceana scientists and policy experts 
from around the world.

HOW YOu CAN SuppORT OCEANA
You may choose to donate by becoming a sustaining 
member and designating a monthly, quarterly or annual 
contribution on your credit card. Oceana appreciates 
your ongoing support and understands that you may 
cancel this contribution at any time. Oceana also accepts 
contributions via check, matching gifts and through 
workplace giving programs. Please contact our staff for 
further information.

We also accept donations to the John Plesent Memorial 
Fund in honor of this avid young fisherman who was so 
concerned about the state of the world’s fisheries and the 
urgent need for ocean conservation. Contributions to this 
fund at www.oceana.org/johnplesent are designated for 
general operating support.

Contributions to Oceana may be tax-deductible. Oceana 
is a 501(c)(3) organizationas designated by the Internal 
Revenue Service.

To learn more about supporting Oceana, contact us today.

dONATE

LEAVE A LEgACY
Leave a legacy for the oceans by including Oceana in your 
will and estate plans.  
 
Please remember Oceana with a generous bequest in 
your will or trust. Your gift will support Oceana’s important 
scientific research, conservation, and advocacy campaigns 
to protect and restore the world’s oceans.

pLEASE LET uS kNOW 
If you are planning to make Oceana one of your 
beneficiaries, we encourage you to tell us. Prior 
notification gives us the opportunity to thank you and to 
welcome you as a member of the Oceana Legacy Society. 
Requests for anonymity are respected.

The Oceana Legacy Society was created as a way for us 
to show our appreciation for your generous dedication and 
vision in helping to save the world’s oceans. Your legacy 
will ensure vibrant and abundant oceans are enjoyed by 
generations to come.  Your membership in the Oceana 
Legacy Society involves no dues or obligations, but as 
a member you will receive invitations to special events, 
special recognition in Oceana’s annual report and a 
lifetime subscription to Oceana’s newsletter.  

To learn more about Oceana’s planned giving options, 
contact Kelley Cunningham at 1-212-371-5017 or 
kcunningham@oceana.org, or at 120 E 56th Street, Suite 
740, New York, NY 10022.
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INdIVIduALS $1000+ 

Andrew P. Abdul-Wahab

J.J. Abrams and Katie McGrath

Keith Addis and Keri Selig 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Adler

Wylie A. Aitken

Toni Alexander

Anne Alexander-Rowley and Mathers Rowley 

Bettina Alonso and Harry Cohen

Darius Anderson

Anonymous

Ivan Axelrod

James and Nancy Baldwin

Jami Baldwin

Carter F. Bales

Francesco R. Barbara

James J. Bartnett

Ron Barrington

Kim Bass

Gene Beard

Inga and Mark Beder

Dorothy and Raymond M. Benford 

Sara Berble

Michael and Tricia Berns

Marta and Raj Bhathal

Carol and Frank Biondi

Lance and Lezli Boggs

Jeffrey Boyard

Deborah and Larry Bridges

Heather Thomas and Skip Brittenham

Pierce Brosnan and Keely Shaye Smith

Jerry Brown

Candy and Bill Budge

Saffron Burrows

Barbara and Michael Calbert

John and Mary Carrington

Kathleen Cavanaugh

Marianne Champlin

Cynthia M. Chevins

L.D. and Nancy Christiano

Jason Clark

David P. Collins

Ken Corday

Beth and Dan Cort

Edward Corthright

Antoniette and Randy Coyle

Don J. Crevier and Laurie Krause

Jon and Patricia Darnell

Laurie David

Ronald W. Davies

Kathryn W. Davis

Barbara Davis

Carol and John Demorest

Sonia and Steven J. Dennis

Dr. Edward J. Domanski

Rod Dorman

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Druckenmiller

Catherine Dupree

Marc Edwards

Monique Erickson

Howard and Randee Fischer

Deborah Fisher

Brian F. Fitzpatrick

Richard and Shari Foos

David B. Ford

Cres Fraley and Leigh-Anne Fraley

Lynn F. Freeman

Cindy and Glenn Frey

Andy and Pat Friendly

Janet and Gil Friesen

Eric Fuller

Dennis and Joanne Geiler

John V. Gibson

María Eugenia Girón

David Goldberger

Barbara W. Gothard 

Anna N. Graether

Camille and Kelsey Grammer

Rob and Laura Griffen

Jernard Gross

Sarah Ann Haldan

Nadine and Robert Hall

Jill J. Hankey

Patricia J. Hansen

Margaret Hansen

Lea Haratani and Colin H. Young

Claire Hargrove

Maralou and Jerry Harrington

Art Haseltine

Duffy Healey and Elizabeth Laul Healey

Julie and Peter Hill

Richard L. Hirsch

Ann and Michael Hirshfield

Harold Hofer

Cindy and Alan Horn

David and Michelle Horowitz

Ervin D. Johnson, Jr.

Carolyn and David Johnson

Lee Juckett

Andrew J. Kaiser

Harvey Karp and Nina Montee-Karp

Michael E. Kassan

Ryan Kavanaugh

Marcos Barron and Alison Kiehl Friedman

Angela and Stephen Kilcullen

Jeanie and Murray Kilgour

Patricia L. King

Frederick and Sharon Klingenstein

Richard and Darcy Kopcho

Eve Kornyei and Stan Hanson

Sandra Krause

Beth Lafferty

Dr. Jon Lake

Craig B. Laub and Kerry Wilson

Brandon Lawrence

Gina Guralnick and Michael J. Leahy

Tim Leiweke

Dan and Eva Lejerskar

Bernadette and Ray Leonard

Eytan Levin

Rob Light

Donna A. Longo

David and Pamela Lowry

Linda Maggard and Marc Levin

Dwight Manley

Diana Martina and Mark Tomaino

Twyla and Chuck Martin

Arjuna Martlin

Jim and Kelly Mazzo

Carl and Rebecca McLarand

Nicki and Mic McMahan

Katharine McPhee

James and Suzanne Mellor

Paul Merage

Mark Merritt and Lorena Barrientos

Claire W. Mooers

Nancy Moonves

Sir Thomas R. Moore

Anne and Jim Morris

Peter Morton

dONORS

18 | OCEANA ANNUAL REPORT 2008



OCEANA ANNUAL REPORT 2008 | 19

Jerry and Ann Moss

David B. Murphy

Joan Murray

Eileen Murray

David L. Myers

Ivi Navarrete

Susanna Neave

Ella T. Newman

Wallace J. Nichols, Ph.D and Dana Nichols

Tricia Nichols

Kimberly S. Norton

Michael O’Brien

Jon and Rica Orszag

Linda and Mark Ovitz

Theresa Ann Perenich

Charles and Danica Perez

Bill Peters

Pamela Philips

Michael Phillips and Juliana Maio

Jennifer and Philip R. Platek, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Plesent

Patricia and William F. Podlich

George and Nicole Polizois

Daniel and Susan Poneman

Joe Pullin 

Karen Rabe

Leslie Ann Ray

Gena and Nick Reed

Douglas and Suzanna Reis

Walter Robb

Duane and Kelly Roberts

Richard M. Rodnick

Stephanie Romanov and Nick Wechsler

Maria Romero

Kevin Rooney and Rachel Spencer

Charles L. Rosskosz

Polly Pack Rowley

Ruthie S. Russ

Gregory V. Ruzicka

Mohindar and Harriet Sandhu

Roger and Vicki Sant

Shari Sant Plummer and Dan Plummer

Joe Santana

Kathleen and Patrick Scanlon

Keri Selig

Court Shannon

Andrew F. Sharpless and Beth Inabinett

Nadya Shmavonian

Nancy and Simon Sidamon-Eristoff

Elizabeth Sidamon-Eristoff

Brigid and Bill Simpkins

Leon T. Smith

Kelly A. Smith

Ronald E. Soderling

Fred Specktor and Nancy Heller

Victoria Stack

Bill Stamps and Jill Sturnc

Michelle Steinberg

Mark Stenftenagle

Sue and Ralph Stern

Brenda and Ted Swantko

Jeff Swartz

Thomas T. Tierney

Thomas Tull

Tim Unger

Debra J. Vajcners

Amy and Jeffrey Vieth

Baroness Monica von Neumann

David Vondle 

Deborah and Jeff Wald

George J. Wall

Dana Wallace 

Don Was

David Wassong

Karen Watkins

Elaine J. Weinberg

Matthew H. Weiner

Beth White

Lynn and William T. White, III

Valarie and David Whiting

Lynn Wiener

Greg Wohl

Noelle and Dick Wolf

David and Skyler Woodcock

Christiana Wyly

Linda and Robet Yellin

Bettina Zilkha 

Natalie Zimmerman

FOuNdATIONS

Alexander Foundaion

Arcadia

The Barkley Fund

Bell Family Foundation

Berger Family Foundation

Ronald W. Burkle Foundation

Caixa Catalunya/Fundacion Territori I Paistage

The Campbell Foundation

Campion Foundation

Conservation, Food, and Health Foundation

Ruth Covo Family Foundation

David and Katherine Moore Family Fund

The Leonardo DiCaprio Charitable Foundation

The Donald R. Mullen Family Foundation, Inc.

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation

Earth Friends Wildlife Foundation

Entertainment Industry Foundation

The Fenton Family Charitable Fund

Fondazione Zegna

Fuller Family Charitable Trust

Fundación Banco Santander

Fundación Biodiversidad

Fundación MarViva

The George H. Scanlon Foundation

dONORS

Gary Gilbert Philanthropic Fund

Peter R. Gimbel and Elga Andersen- 

 Gimbel Memorial Trust

The Good Night Foundation

Isdell Family Foundation

The Ittleson Foundation, Inc.

The Ives Family Charitable Trust

The J.M. Kaplan Fund

The Marilyn and Jeffrey Katzenberg 

 Foundation

The Jena and Michael King Foundation

The Korein Foundation

The Forrest & Frances Lattner 

Foundation

Lear Family Foundation

Marisla Foundation

McCullough Foundation

The John Merck Fund

Meyer Memorial Trust

The Moore Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation

Oak Foundation

Obra Social Caja Madrid 

The O’Brien Family Charitable Fund

The Opus Foundation

Ostin Family Foundation

The Overbrook Foundation

The David and Lucile Packard 

 Foundation

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Harriet E. Pfleger Foundation

The Pimco Foundation

Repass/Rodgers Charitable 

 Foundation

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Sandler Family Foundation

The Scherman Foundation, Inc.
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CORpORATIONS

AIG - Commmercial Insurance Group

AIG Environmental

Barneys New York

Bell & Ross Inc.

Capital Guardian Trust Co.

Care2.com

Cathy Waterman Inc.

CIT Commercial Finance

Crystal Art Gallery

DeMenno/Kerdoon

The Donald R. Mullen Family Foundation, Inc.

Duke’s Restaurant of Malibu

Dundee Resort Development, LLC

Earth Share Of California

Economic Club of Toronto

The Elder Statesman, LLC

Etro

Farm Forward

Finn Jewelry

Schmitz-Fromherz Family Fund

Harry and Florence Sloan Foundation

Spanish Ministry of the Environment

The Streisand Foundation

Sykes Family Foundation

Thornburg Charitable Foundation

Ueberroth Family Foundation

The G. Unger Vetlesen Foundation

The Waterloo Foundation

White Family Trust

The Whitehead Foundation Inc.

Wilburforce Foundation

The Wunderkinder Foundation

Jack and Syb Zaches Charitable  Foundation

dONORS

IN kINd

Abraxas Rex by Paris Kain

Alexander McQueen

Lisa Anderson

Andre Agassi Charitable Foundation

Aquarium of the Bay, San Francisco

Ashton Howard Fine Art

Baccarat

Barefoot Books

Bayside Restaurant, Newport Beach

BBC Worldwide Productions -  

 Dancing with the Stars

Seth Berlin, Levine Sullivan Koch 

 & Schulz, LLP

Blackbird Vineyards

Boxer Wachler Vision Institute

Bryant Austin:  Studio Cosmos

BVLGARI

Karen & Bruce Cahill

Carolina Herrera, New York

Chanel

Charlie Palmer at Bloomingdales,  

 South Coast Plaza

Dale Chihuly

Chloe

David Christy, Miller & Chevalier Chartered

Cloutier Agency

Coates Tyclery

Contessa Down Pillows

Damiani Jewellers

Distinctive Homes Magazine

DPS Sporting Clubs

Elizabeth & Duffy Healey

Epiphany Designs

Ermenegildo Zegna

Fairmont, Newport Beach

Four Seasons Resort, Maui at Wailea

Greg Carr

Gucci

HUGO BOSS

Inkwells Paperie

IZIP

iZO Cleanse

Jennifer Meyer Jewelry

John Varvatos

kate spade, New York

Jerry Kramer

La Mer

Law & Order:  NBC and Dick Wolf

Lindblad Expeditions & National Geographic

loree Rodkin

Los Angeles Clippers

Los Angeles LAKERS

M. Kantor and Assoc., Beverly Hills

Mad Men:  Lionsgate, AMC  

 and Matthew Weiner

Malibu Family Wines

Mandarin Fine Art Gallery

William E. Marks

Maya Lin 

Mark McConnell, Hogan & Hartson LLP

MIKIMOTO

Montage, Beverly Hills

National Geographic

Nautica

Nicole Millard

Nicole Polizois

Oakley

OCEANAUT

Oscar de la Renta

PADI

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

GOOD Magazine

Gucci America, Inc. - Cosa Mesa

Harry Rosen Inc.

Imagine Entertainment

Irene Neuwirth Inc.

J.P. Morgan Clearing Corp

Jennifer Meyer Jewelry

Julie Wolfe Design

Kor Hotel Group

La Mer

Lanvin

Lugano Diamonds

Marc Jacobs, Inc.

Modelabs, Inc.

Nautica

Next Wave Productions, LLC

Offshore Odysseys

Organic Bouquet

Overture Films

Pacific Development Group

Pacific Life

Psycho Bunny

Revolution Studios

Robert Brkich Construction Corp.

Rutan & Tucker LLP

Saban Entertainment

Shangri-la Entertainment

Sheets & Paquette Dental Practice

South Coast Plaza

Sperry Top-Sider

Stella McCartney

Sundance Channel

Sunridge Farms / Falcon Trading Company

Surterre Properties, Inc

Molina Group, The

Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.

Universal Studios

Wasserman Media Group, LLC

Watchismo LLC

Wells Fargo

Ermenegildo Zegna USA
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OCEANA’S RANGER
Pascal

Patrón Tequila

Katrina Petroni

PORTS 1961

RAYMOND WEIL, Geneve

Rob Burke and the Yucaipa Companies

Roberto Coin

Candy & Paul Ruitenberg

Gregory Rusicka

Saddle Rock, a Malibu Family Wine

Salt Kitchen & Fine Foods

Sember, a Malibu Family Wine

Bill Shaffer

Dr. Nancy Silverberg

SONY

South Coast Plaza

Stella McCartney

Tom Telesca, Ruskin Moscou Faltischek P.C.

the GREEN Machine

The Sports Club/LA

TK’s Froghouse

TOUS

Toyota Motor Sales

Traditional Jewelers

Transform Fitness

Trudie Styler and Sting

Ultimat Vodka

Van Cleef & Arpels

Vespa

Varlin Vissepo, Pitney Bowes

Howard Weitzman

West Marine

Wolfgang Puck

Young’s Market Company

Yves St. Laurent

dONORS

© OCEANA

The Oceana Ranger 
documents illegal fishing in 

the Mediterranean Sea.
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Andrew Sharpless Chief Executive Officer

James Simon Executive Vice President & General Counsel

Michael Hirshfield Senior Vice President, North American Oceans & Chief Scientist

Bettina Alonso Vice President, Global Development 

James Ayers Vice President, Pacific / Senior Advisor

Matthew Littlejohn Vice President, Strategic Marketing & Communications

Audrey Matura-Shepherd Vice President, Belize

Alex Muñoz  Vice President, South American Oceans & Antarctica

Xavier Pastor Vice President, European Oceans and Seas

Susan Murray Director, Pacific

ExECuTIVE COMMITTEE OCEANA STAFF

EuROpE  

Ricardo Aguilar Science Director

Gaia Angelini Policy Advisor

Ester Casado Executive Assistant

Julie Cator Policy Director

Maria Jose Cornax Marine Scientist

Eduardo de Ana Webmaster

Ana de la Torriente Marine Scientist

Soraya de Miguel Accountant/Finance Officer

Silvia Garcia Marine Scientist

Rebecca Greenberg Marine Scientist

Sophie Jouan Development Officer

Aitor Lascurain Communications Officer

Maribel Lopez Administrative Director

Marta Madina Communications Director

Concha Martinez Development Director

Enrique Pardo Science Assistant

© OCEANA | Michael King & Lindsay Orlowski
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NORTH AMERICA  

Cayleigh Allen Administrative Clerk

Dave Allison Senior Campaign Director - Destructive Trawling

David Bahm Global IT Administrator

Buffy Baumann Fisheries Advocate

Eric Bilsky Assistant General Counsel/Senior Litigator 

Tonya Bonitatibus Field Organizer

Gib Brogan Northeast Representative

Nancy Christiano Development Manager

Elizabeth Collaton Major Donor Manager

Kevin Connor Communications Specialist, International

Diego Correa Director, Finance & Administration

Dustin Cranor Senior Manager, Campaign Communications

Kelley Cunningham Senior Relations Associate

Cheryl Eldemar Pacific Office Manager

Benjamin Enticknap Pacific Project Manager

Suzannah Evans Senior Editor

Jemina Ferrufino Accounting Clerk

Emily Fisher Online Editor

Jonathan Frank Online Fundraising Fellow

Anna Gowan Junior Policy Fellow

Elizabeth Griffin Marine Scientist & Fisheries Campaign Manager

Maggie Hardy Senior Public Relations Manager

Cheryl Haro Manager, Executive Department

Ellycia Harrould-Kolieb Science Fellow 

Mimi Hemphill Director, Events

Denise Henderson HR Manager

Lianne Holzer Executive Assistant

Jamie Karnik Pacific Communications Manager

Beth Kemler Seafood Campaign Organizer

Caroline Ketzler Development Associate, Events

SOuTH AMERICA  

Max Bello Campaign Director, Habitat Protection &  By Catch Reduction 

Cristián Gutiérrez  Salmon Aquaculture Campaign Director

Annelore Hoffens Communication Director

Francisca Tag Executive Assistant

José Luis Peñalver Logistics Officer

Carlos Perez Operations Director

José Rodriguez  Marine Scientist

Ángeles Saez Documentarian

Natividad Sanchez Press Officer

Anne Schroeer Economist

Galya Todorova Receptionist

Alex Van de Meeberg Marine Economist

Michael King Web Design Fellow

Konstantin Kostadinov Web Systems Manager

Chris Krenz Arctic Project Manager

John Leonard Staff Accountant

Michael LeVine Senior Pacific Counsel

Beth Lowell Federal Policy Director

Simon Mahan Campaign Analyst

Tatiana Marshall Office Coordinator

Maureen McGregor Director, E-Activism & Marketing

Carynne McIver Paralegal

Kerri Lynn Miller Marine Science Fellow

Matt Niemerski Ocean Wildlife Advocate

Nancy O’Connor Director, Foundations

Lindsay Orlowski Graphic Design Fellow

Jeff Pecaro E-Activism Fellow

Samantha Provost Receptionist / Development Assistant

Jocelyn Prudencio Controller

Caleb Pungowiyi Rural Liaison & Senior Advisor

Will Race Administrative Assistant

Santi Roberts California Project Manager

Cristina Robles Database Administrator

Dianne Saenz Communications Director, North America

Courtney Sakai Senior Campaign Director 

Jackie Savitz Senior Director Pollution Campaign/Senior Scientist

Jeff Short Pacific Science Director

Roni Siegel Associate Relations Coordinator 

Juliana Stein Senior Communications Manager

Margot Stiles Marine Scientist & Fisheries Campaign Manager

Monica Tith Development Assistant

Kimberly Warner Marine Pollution Scientist

Jonathan Warrenchuk Ocean Scientist

Beth White IT Director

Sarah Winter-Whelan Pacific Counsel

Suzanne Wisdom Field Organizer
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Susan Cohn Rockefeller, Chair
Filmmaker and Activist

Lea Haratani, Vice Chair
Activist

Anne Alexander Rowley
Activist 

Dr. Andrew Bevacqua
La Mer Max Huber  

Research Laboratories

Pierce Brosnan
Actor and Activist

Deborah Buck
Buck House

Dan and Beth Cort 
Cort Companies

Andrew and Sydney Davis 
Shelby Cullom Davis Foundation

Kelsey Grammer
Actor and Activist

Hardy Jones
Blue Voice

J. Stephen and  
Angela Kilcullen

United Bank of Switzerland

Larry Kopald
TKG

Mark E. Ryavec
Activist

Victoria Stack
Activist and Philanthropist

Peter Stranger
The Rabuck Agency

Annett Wolf
WKT Public Relations

Nicole Woody
Cultivations, LLC

Keith Addis merged his thriving management business with best 
friend Nick Wechsler’s high-profile production enterprise in 1989, 
creating the first firm to combine top-notch talent management and 
first-rate feature film and television production into one innovative, 
dynamic and prolific entity.  The company has since evolved into 
Industry Entertainment Partners, and has emerged as a leader in the 
rapidly changing landscape of 21st-century Hollywood.

Dr. Kristian Parker is the Trustee in charge of Oak Foundation’s 
environment program, which is dedicated to marine conservation and 
climate change prevention.

James Sandler is a director of the Sandler Foundation and is in charge 
of the foundation’s environmental giving.

Simon Sidamon-Eristoff is a member of the tax-exempt organizations 
practice group at Kalbian Hagerty LLP, a Washington, D.C. law firm.

Herbert Bedolfe is executive director of the Marisla Foundation, where 
he has focused on international biodiversity conservation, protection 
of the marine environment, environmental health and southern 
California social issues.

Ted Danson’s versatility makes him one of the most accomplished 
actors in film, stage and television today. Mr. Danson founded the 
American Oceans Campaign (AOC) in 1987 to alert Americans to the 
life-threatening hazards created by oil spills, offshore development, 
toxic wastes, sewage pollution and other ocean abuses. AOC merged 
with Oceana in 2001.

César Gaviria served as President of Colombia from 1990-1994. He was 
first elected Organization of American States (OAS) Secretary General 
in 1994, and re-elected by the member countries in 1999.

María Eugenia Girón began her career in the luxury goods industry 
as a consultant for the Guggenheim Museum and Estée Lauder.  Most 
recently, she was international vice president for Loewe and chief 
executive officer of Carrera y Carrera from 1999 to 2006.

Stephen McAllister is a successful developer with solid environmental 
credentials that include being a crewmember in Greenpeace’s first 
Rainbow Warrior and deputy executive director and campaign director 
of Greenpeace International at its headquarters in Amsterdam.

Michael Northrop directs the sustainable development grant making 
program at the Rockefeller Brothers Fund in New York City.

Dr. Daniel Pauly is one of the most prolific and esteemed marine 
scientists working in the field.  Since 1999, Dr. Pauly has been principal 
investigator of the Seas Around Us Project, based at the Fisheries 
Centre, the University of British Columbia.

As the founder and director of West Marine’s Grants, Community 
Relations and Sustainability Initiative, Sally-Christine Rodgers has 
used her expertise in the marine supply sector to forge partnerships 
between private business and ocean conservation groups to promote 
the common goal of maintaining healthy oceans. 

Sam Waterston is an award-winning actor and activist.  With an 
extensive curriculum vitae that includes theater and film, Waterston 
has been best known in recent years as the star of NBC’s Law & Order. 
Waterston joined Oceana in 2007.

Valarie Whiting’s business career encompasses work in mergers and 
acquisitions, sales and marketing and new business development. 
She has spearheaded successful fundraising efforts for political 
campaigns and conservation advocacy. Among these fundraisers was 
SeaChange, a record-breaking benefit for Oceana that she co-founded 
and co-chaired.

Herbert M. Bedolfe III

Stephen p.  McAllister

Michael F.  Northrop

dr.  kristian parker  |  Vice Chair

dr.  daniel pauly

Sally-Christine Rodgers 

james Sandler  |  Treasurer

Sam Waterston

Valarie Whiting

keith Addis  |  Chair

Simon Sidamon-Eristoff  |  Secretary

Ted danson

César gaviria

María Eugenia girón 
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gLOBAL

NORTH AMERICA

EuROpE

CENTRAL AMERICA

SOuTH AMERICA

OFFICES

Washington, DC

Juneau

Kotzebue

Monterey

New York

Portland

Boston

Brussels

Madrid

Belize

Santiago

1350 Connecticut Ave. NW
5th Floor
Washington, DC 20036

175 South Franklin Street
Suite 418
Juneau, AK 99801

PO Box 637
Kotzebue, AK 99752

99 Pacific Street
Suite 155-C
Monterey, CA 93940

120 East 56th Street
Suite 740
New York City, NY 10022

222 NW Davis Street, Suite 200
Portland, OR  97209

4 Parkland Drive
Wayland, MA 01778

Rue Montoyer 39
1000 Brussels, Belgium

Plaza Espana
Leganitos 47
28013 Madrid, Spain

# 33 Corner Regent & Dean St.
PO Box 1500
Belize City,
Belize District, Central America

Avenida General Bustamante 24
Oficina 2C
Providencia, Santiago, Chile 
CP 750-0776

P | +1.202.833.3900
    | 1.877.7.OCEANA
F | +1.202.833.2070
E | info@oceana.org

P | +1.907.586.4050
F | +1.907.586.4944
E | pacific@oceana.org

P | +1.907.442.2071
F | +1.907.442.2071
E | pacific@oceana.org

P | +1.831.643.9267
F | +1.831.643.9268
E | pacific@oceana.org

P | +1.212.371.5017 
F | +1.212.371.9388
E | kcunningham@oceana.org

P | +1.503.235.0278
F | +1.503.235.5429
E | pacific@oceana.org

P | +1.508.545.0942
E | gbrogan@oceana.org

P | +32.2.513.22.42
F | +32.2.513.22.46
E | europe@oceana.org

P | +34.911.440.880
F | +34.911.440.890
E | europe@oceana.org

E | belize@oceana.org

P | +56.2.795.7140
F | +56.2.795.7146
E | americadelsur@oceana.org

 Oceana divers exploring 
Elba, Italy.

REPORT COVER:  
Hawksbill turtle 

(Eretmochelys imbricata). 
Jardines de la Reina, Cuba. © OCEANA | Houssine Kaddachi
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